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BY JOVE.' IN ALL MY YEARS IN V WELL, 
THE CIRCUS, I've NEVER SEENA YOU'RE 

OUE THAT \ J SEEMS OflE 

NOW, WALRUS-/^ 
PUSS.' 
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WE WON'T ARGUE ABOUT 
' IP YOU OONT GIVE 
ME A JOS, I'LL --^ 
GUARANTEE TO \ 
STAND HERE AND I 
QUEER EVERY J 
PITCH THAT "*-V 




Ufffl! 




■// / 


J^^^T/ 


/AND \ 
/ MAKE IT \ 

Vj snappy; ] 

J I HAVEN'T J 
i(i GOT ALL / 

|g^ day; / 
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ifeJT 
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JUST A MINUTE, YOU TWO .'I THINK I KNOW] 
WHAT YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT .' ALL 
RIGHT, HIRE THE LOUP 
RUNT IF YOU WANT TO .' I'LL 
PICK UP MY TWO 
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A little while tour- 
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r MATE TO TACKLE A 

LAPV THIS WAV, BUT 

I'VE GOT TO MAKE UP 

FOR THE DIFFERENCE 

IN SIZE SOMEHOW 
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iIThEY SAY NOBODY COMES TO 
JERKY JOES WA T ERFRONT DIVE 
EXCEPT MEN OUTSIDE THE LAW... 

DOK TH/5 IM^DtSim moD 




BUT STEVE ... TH IS \ ( SORRY SALLy. . ,\ 
WAS THE NIGHT P SOMETHING'S ^ 
YOU WERE GOING k COME UP! WE'LL 
TO TAKE ME TOTHE \ HAVE TO MAKE 
TREVOR GUARDSMEN'S) ANOTHER DATE 
BALL.... REMEMBER ?/T0MORROW OR 
^THENEXT NIGHT! 
GOODBYE NOW. 1 ! 



THE JOB OF SECRETARY TO DETECTIVE 

STEVE WOOD ISN'T ALWAYS SUGAR AND 

SPICE. ..II 



B\ 



S TROUBLE FOR STEVE ? 
HE TOOK ONE LOOK AT 
THIS LETTER AND BREEZED 
OFF" 
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TM BEING STOOD UP.. 
...SHELVED...FORSOME 
GAZELLE NAMED VILMA 
WHy DO I HAVE TO CARRY 
THE TORCH FOR THAT 
TRIFLING WATERFRONT 
SLEUTH? I OUGHT TO 
QUIT THIS JOB AND 
FORGET STEVE 

WOOD. 
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TEN yEARS AGO YOU 
LIKED MEALOT.. 

BUT I PICKED DARLEy 

DRUM " r WAS JUST 

A SILLy KID AND 

DIDN'T KNOW. 
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, OUIEXSTEVE,ORMyBOyS ™/l'M GOING TO TRY IT OUT ON YOU, 
UVILL GOTO VVORKONYOU. ...'.' ^SEE HOW QUICKLY IT KILLS... ■ 
, ASA MATTER OF FACT, THEN HOLD AN AUTOPSXTOSIE , 
, yoU'LL PLAYAVERY IF IT'S REALLY UNTRACEABLE.'! 
'IMPORTANT PART....'/]AFTERTHAT.^LSTUDyiTFORA ' 
■ FORMULA AND BEGIN MAKING 
I ENOUGH TO SELL PROFITABLY.... 1 
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I DONY WORK FOR >. / WE SOT IT RI6HT 

PEANUTS/ LAV $20,000 \( HEBE,' WE HEARD 
ON THE TABLE AND THE K THAT WAS YOUR 
FRAMER WILL GUARANTEE/ v — \ FEE:' 
, THE JOB' 









''\ 



IT'S NEWS TO WE, CHIEF.'/ NOW, 
MAYBE IT'S SOMEBOPYX SALL.Y-- 

TtP DREAMED UP i — > YOU KNOW 
JUST FOR THE I f ME BETTER 
SENSATION.' V I THAN THAT.' 




I HAVE PLENTY OF CONFIDENTIAL J ANY 
INFORMERS ANP THEY TELL J INFORMATION 

ME THE FRAMER'S REAL i YOU HAVE, 

ANP PLENTY CLEVER.' J TANNER, SHOULD 
ISO TO THE POLICE/ 




SURE, CHIEF/ JUST REAP 
MY COLUMN.' YOU'LL SET 
ALL THE LATEST DOPE 
ON THE UNDERWORLD." 
'BYE, NOW.' 
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PLENTY/ TON ISHT. 
WHILE YOU HAP 
' FLYNN OFF CHASINfi 

A WRECK THAT 
1 WASN'T THERE--- 
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--SCWE CROOKS ROSBEp) 
A WAREHOUSE ON HIS 
BEAT.' THEY GOT l "" 
$50,000 WORTH J Y-YOU 

Of RAW n TH-THINK I 

SILK.' / OELlBERATeLY 

DECOYEP FLYNN „ 
AWAY? 




NO.' IVE KNOWN YOU \ 
TOO L0N6 TO THINK , 
THAT.' BUT I OO 
THINK YOU WERE 
TRlCKEP INTO AIPIN6 
THE THIEVES.' ITS 
YOUR CASE NOW/. 
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Some hurried calls from 
a nearby phone booth 
and. then... 



50 THW'5 THAT/ I'VE CALLEP J 
HVERY NEWSPAPER ANP "1 

C0NP\RM£P W SUSPICION,' * 

NOW I'LL SIVE 7Wf FRAMER , 
A POSE OF HIS OWN 
MEDICINE.' 

V 




WFLL-UH- IT SOUNPS CRAZY, 
5ALLV,' BUT I KNOW THE 
JAM YOU'RE IN AND I'P 
SURE LIKE TO HELP VOU. 

I'LL PO " 
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MEN ANP THAT SHE'S SUIIXY, BUT WE CAN'T ARREST 
HER UNTIL WE KNOW HOW SHE POES IT.' THAT'S WHERE 
VOUCOME "■ ' 
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I THOUGHT WE'D END UP LI KE THIS, SO 
I BROUGHT THESE WEEDS.* THEY'LL HOLD 
YOU UNTIL THE CAPTAIN J~ iPUXB.-^^ 

SETS HERE.' " 
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THEmHERD 



IT was Jiol.. (ha) 'September Hay in 1870. The 
herd of five thousand cattle were panting at 
sundown, and sweaty blankets showed .around 
the edges of saddles borne by drooping tow 
ponies. Za..k Poggin dismounted, .removed his 
broad brimmed hat, wiped bis 1'ore.head with 
one arm, and waved tie other at. the cowboys. 

"Round 'em up and be,d 'em down, boys," 
he said. "Looks like a pretty good camping 
place to me. it's only (en miles to the mouth of 
Magna Greek and the Kio (Irande, and «i(V 
got the rest of the winter In get there, if we 
need' to take it." 

No one objected In the order, but one etiw 
poke Violated a Ions standing rule of Hi- range; 
he prophesied about the weather. 

" It's gonna come some kind of weather," 
he said. "It's too hot, even for the Hi? Bend 

. Poggin looked uneasily at the sky. "May do 
it. Buck i reckon if if doe* we ean stand it ' 
about as well here as arty where." . 

It did come about, midnight. Its Coming was 
preceded by continuous flashes .if lightning that 
almost made day out of night and clearly re- 
vealed rolling black thunderheads across the 
northern sky. Then the clouds rolled closer and 
brought with them a fierce biting wind, as they 
swooped down on the herd and the cow punch- 
ers. The rain came tn sheets. The catt]e stirred, 
began milling, and finally stampeded Between 
the Hashes of lightning the .darkness whs so 
thick lhat a man could not see his hand before 
his face. One or two of the cowboys started to 
try ..breaking up the stampede, but Hoggin called 

"No use. boy*. We'll round 'em up tomorrow. 
Right now we've got to gel ready for thin bliz- 
zard, or w'e'll all freeze." 

The outfit bad a lone tent, which they hur- 
riedly stretched, and Ihey bad been lucky 
enough to have camped near a ravine with a 
wind break to the north, in which they staked 
their ponies. They even managed to drag in 
some rain-soaked dead -mesrjuite wood, which 



came in bandy later in making fires. Three of 
(hem slept in the chuck wagon, with the wagon 
sheet offering some protection from the blizzard. 
All of them found it necessary, however, to add 
their slickers to their rolls before they oould 
sleep warm, and some of them tied their saddle, 
blankets around their shivering horses to keep 
them from freezing. 



The 



lied i 



and 



the TnesquiteK nearby broke with the weight, of 
icicles. Then the snow began, and it offered some 
shelter except when the men had lo get out of 
their tent or wagon, h'or four days Poggin and 
his men struggled hi keep from freezing. It was 
not until the storm broke and the weather clear- 



All 



night 



rd 



that it was 



When they did start looking for their stock 
they failed to find them. For miles in every 
direction they scoured the countryside, but not 
a sign did they see of those five thousand cattle, 
The rain and snow hail been heavy enough to 
wipe out tracks, but not even a frozen carcass 
could they locate. To all outward appearances 
the herd had vanished from the* earth. 



They had intended to ; 






11 the 
l had 



wiped them out of existence. They could not, 
guess what had happened to their stock. Some 
of the men thought the herd had drifted into 
the river arid been drowned. Thai was possjhle, 
for the Kio Grande was half full of water. They 
had lo abandon that theory, however, for they 
searched many miles down both sides, and not 
a drowned cow did Ihey locate. 

Tbe.y' wondered if rustlers had driven the 
cattle across the river and info Mexico, hut in 
that case surely the herd would have left some 
kind of trail. To be certain about the matter, 
l.'oggin and his men scouted the country south 
of the border — and .found nothing. For two 
weeks they bonted before they gave up and 
headed toward home, .wondering what they 
W'ould tell people about the Whole business. 
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Whatever they told was retold again and 
again around eh nek wagon fires until it became 
a legend. In time many persons name to re- 
gard it us a tall tale, on the same erdsr ** tlie 
Pecos Bill stories. Other* were curious enough 
to- visit the place where the herd was supposed 
to have vanished. Always they came away shak- 
ing their heads. 

Various theories were advanced; Had Poggin 
and his men sold the eattle to Mexicans? - 

No. That possibility was thoroughly cheeked 
with the Mexican authorities. 

The nastier angle was thrown out, too. No 
tracks had been found. 

The eattle had simply vanished without a 
mark. It bordei'ed upon the supernatural.,. 

Home folk hunted up survivors of the ex- 
pedition and heard 'he tale afresh. The fset , 
that some of those men had reputations for 
truthfulness only deepened the mystery. No one 
uould figure out what hud become of the lost 

h'or several yearn the thing hung fire, unit . 
often Poggin heard ugly tales of what he and 
his men mii/lit have done to lose those cattle. 
When- this occurred, there was nothing he could 
say in defense of his own and his men's repu- 
tatious. Nothing lie could say would help any. 
But lie Imped mightily thai some trace would 
be found of the five thousand bead of eows. 



Some fifty ye 
he Magna Cre 



rather find 



s bit,- 1 



■Sundown found them in (Tie upper end of a 
long canyon. As they needed water and a camp- 
ing place, they pushed on down the canyon tJ 
find them. As they kept on riding south tin 
canyon grew deeper, and its sides became steep- 
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er. The plane was very dark and totally with- 
out, life. . 

Finally, they reached the lower end, to find 
a wall of roek barring their pafh. There was an 
opening i" ■' though, and to get a better view 
the men dismounted and peered through the 
twilight for a closer look. 



i of the 



and a big 



do 



"Yeah," said the other. "Well have a look 
t it, but I'd suggest that we make camp and 
the morning." 



They campeH, without water, and waiteil for 
morning, when they begun an exploration of 
the cave. It, covered several underground acres, 
and was filled with many tons of rock and 
debris as if from some ancient volcanic (JtS- 
lurkmrr. 

They had walked to the farthest end., nf the 
huge cavern, which was about a quarter- mile, 
when orie of the men, carrying a torch, stumbled 
upoiv a whitish thing that was no rock. 

"'Bone!" he said. "Looks like an old time 
longhorn might have worn it. It's u skull. "- 

Then I bey began finding more bones. Tons 
of them, all white and bleached from long years 
of lying in the dry air of the cave. 

Then they came upon a veritable, field of cow 
bones and long horns, all in a good state of 

"Yon know wlist?" said one of the men. "1 
think the old' mystery is solved. This is where 
those eattle ended up." 

"Looks like it," said the other. "But how 
in the heek did they get io.Iiere" They couldn't 
have sipjeeked through that crack that forms 
the opening. It's ton narrow." 

The other Plodded. "Bui llid you ever [hink 
of an avalanche, or a sliglit (piake* That could 
have happened, shotting tliem on" — and ihf men 
looking ftir them." 

There was no doubt in their minds, nor was 
there any in the minds of others who went to 
view the bone-filled eave. The mystery of the 
lout herd had been solved a't last. 
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A PIN SCRATCH 
1 WDNPER. 
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DON'T YOU SEE, i^dVES.' PERHAPS 
ONAGER? WOKRV > SUCH LAW- •* 
WITSON ANP HIS PALS ] BREAKERS HAP 
WILL RUB YOU OUT IF A. BETTER BE 
THEY CAM.' THEY'RE If FACEP AT -^ 
A eOUGH GANG AMP -*-\Ot*CE! I'LL 1 * 
THEY STOP AT NOTHING./! DO ITf 
THERE'S ONLY ONE 
THING TO DO.' 
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/LET'S SEg IF TW£> 
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WHAT A SILLY STORV THAT OLD 

WALRUS GAVE ME ■-■ "LOOK1N& „ 

tt« A FISH IN A TREE!" I'LL 

NEVER. 8ESOU7SBTAGAIN' 



S4. 
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MAPAM.' I'll Apmit 

THIS LOOKS A BIT OOD, 

BUT IP YOU'LL PLEASE 

LET ME EXPLAIN- 
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Gosh Dad, you mean 

Bendix Brakes 

are on all three!" 



"Yes Son — Bendix builds 

brakes for oil types of 
's and trucks!' 




GET THE NEW 



*z=:Ge»Jt)S 



COASTER BRAKE! 



If you want the latest and fines,* coaster brake be 
«ure that your new bilte is equipped with a Bendix • 
Coaster Brake, It i( mude by one of America'* 
leadihg brake manufacturers and has all kinds 
of new features. You'll find bicycle riding a lot 
more fun with a Bendix Coasier Brake. -n.o.*..,, 
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I Can Make YOU a New Man, Too, 
in Only 15 Minutes a Day! 



If YOU, like Joe, have n body 


NATURAL method will make you 












csn have n body you'll b-- r.r.rad .,:". 


FREE BOOK 


Thousands of felUxn have used 


























"Dynamic Tension' 7 


men I'vi- turned from puny weak- 


Does It! 
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National Comics #61 

1940 Series - Quality Comics, August 1947, coverprice 0.10 , 52 pages. 

Format: standard newsstand comic 

Zoom: 4x 16x 

© Quality Comics *No Title Given* 

Cover Credits: 

Al Bryant (Pencils) Al Bryant (Inks) 

Cover Feature: Barker 

Genre: adventure; humor 

Indexer notes: 
1st 52-page issue 

Editor: George Brenner 

This series has been indexed by 

Bob Klein 
Lou Mougin . 

Stories/features: 

1. Trouble Comes In Small Packages 

2. [Vilma and the Black Bottie] 

3. "[Pandora's Box, Take Two]" 

4. The Framer 

5. [Mademoiselle Angora] 

6. The Lost Herd 

7. The Evil Eye 

8. [Uncle Balthazar's Youthful Outlook] 

Series info 

View covergallery 



Trouble Comes In Small Packages 
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(Sequence 1 , 11 pages 
Feature Story: Barker 



Credits: 

Klaus Nordling (Script), Klaus Nordling (Pencils), Klaus Nordling (Inks), 

Genre: adventure; humor 

Indexer notes: 

"title from cover; V: General Smallo, a husband-and-wife crook team (I for all)" 



[Vilma and the Black Bottle] 
(Sequence 2 , 6 pages 
Feature Story: Steve Wood 



Credits: 

? (Script), Al McWilliams (Pencils), Al McWilliams (Inks), 

Genre: detective 

Indexer notes: 

"V: Vilma Drum, Sawbones and his mob (I for all)" 



"[Pandora's Box, Take Two]" 

(Sequence 3 , 6 pages 

Feature Story: Intellectual Amos 

Credits: 

Andre LeBlanc (Script), Andre LeBlanc (Pencils), Andre LeBlanc (Inks), 

Genre: humor; adventure; children 

Indexer notes: 

"I: An ancient Grecian woman, Pandora, and Hope; story is a retelling of the Pandora's Box legend; last appearance" 



The Framer 

(Sequence 4 , 7 pages 

Feature Story: Sally O'Neil Policewoman 



Credits: 

? (Script), Al Bryant? (Pencils), Al Bryant? (Inks), 

Genre: detective 
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Indexer notes: 

V: The Framer (I; Tip Tanner) 



[Mademoiselle Angora] 

(Sequence 5 , 5 pages 

Feature Story: Granny Gumshoe 



Credits: 

Gill Fox (Script), Gill Fox (Pencils), Gill Fox (Inks), 

Genre: detective 

Indexer notes: 

V: Mademoiselle Angora (I) 



The Lost Herd 

(Sequence 6 , 2 pages 

Credits: 

? (Script), typeset (Letters). 

Indexer notes: 
text story 



The Evil Eye 
(Sequence 7 , 6 pages 
Feature Story: Quicksilver 

Credits: 

? (Script), Dan Zolnerowich (Pencils), Dan Zolnerowich (Inks), 

Genre: superhero 

Indexer notes: 

"I: Onager; V: Squatty, Hips Hoag, an unnamed hood (all I, D), Worry Witson and his gang, an unnamed murderer (I 

for all)" 



[Uncle Balthazar's Youthful Outiook] 
(Sequence 8 , 4 pages 
Feature Story: Lassie 



Credits: 

Bernard Dibble (Script), Bernard Dibble (Pencils), Bernard Dibble (Inks), 
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gcd-errors@lists. comics, org. 

Cover thumbnails are used for identification purposes only. All rights reserved by the respective copyrightholder. 
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